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Liezl Maclean caught up with the soulful 
singer to get the inside scoop on his latest album, 
musical upbringings and the blues.

You’ll be performing at The Half Moon in 
Putney on the 3rd of September, what can we 
expect?
Yeah can’t wait to play there, it’s been one of those 
venues that has been on the list for sometime and 
it will be great to tick that box. On the night I will 
be performing songs from my new album Two 
Feathers which was recorded in Australia and 
produced by myself and Dave Steel.

You can expect some great Aussie stories with 
the songs, and music that is a shift away from 

my last efforts being a little bit more country 
slash bluesy in flavour. Still very Oz in essence 
and performed in a very laid back fashion.

It’s a bit like Paul Kelly married Johnny Cash 
and I’m the love child. That then gets served 
up in a dry Dave Allen fashion… Only thing 
missing is the onstage cigarette and glass of 
Scotch!

Tell us more about your fourth album Two 
Feathers?
The songs on the album cover a wide variety of 
topics, from Australia’s involvement in Iraq to 
the Cronulla riots in Sydney.

There are also songs about being a kid and 
recalling that special place where you could hide 
from mum and dad and just watch the world go 
by. Two feathers is just that!

My special hideaway was a old asbestos shed 
with a tin roof on it, I’d get up there and think I 
was king of the castle, and I always imagined if I 
had two feathers in both hands and waved them 
really fast I could take off. Unfortunately I think 
I was a little heavy for that!

Two Feathers has been heralded as a 
masterpiece by various critics, how do you 
feel about that?
It’s a very strong description the word 
“masterpiece” and I guess in many ways it’s a 
major compliment.

I was never much good at taking compliments 
until a good friend of mine from Brisbane, 
Aunty Sue, well that’s what I call her, said 
“people don’t give em’ if they don’t want to”, I 
guess in that case I’m flattered and I hope I can 

just keep putting out albums 
of a high standard that people 
get something out of either 
musically or emotionally.

I think we have a 
job as musicians - it’s a 
responsibility to the public 
to keep writing songs that 
challenge them to think and 
feel.

Do you ever read your own 
reviews? People do rely on 
them a lot.
Yeah, I do read the reviews 
as I always find it interesting 
to see if that person has really 
listened to the album firstly, 
and secondly understood what 
it was I’ve tried to achieve 
through the songs again both 
musically and lyrically.

I don’t live my life or plan 
my musical career from them 
as for the most part, it is only 
one person’s opinion, but 
usually that person is quite 
well informed as they listen 
to so many albums. I’m sure 
they can decipher the shit 
from the clay so to speak.

Growing up, were you constantly listening to 
music?
I had a very weird musical upbringing. My mum 
was well into show tunes so the vinyl’s spinning 
on the turntable at that time were usually Shirley 
Bassey, Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Perry Como 
and the like. She even sang to them at the top 
of her lungs whilst swinging around in gold 
slippers and a bloody Kaftan whilst doing the 
hoovering.

My dear old dad was a mad country fan, so 
I guess although he didn’t have a musical bone 
in his body; subliminally he shaped my musical 
interest somewhat. He would always be listening 
to Hank Snow and Johnny Cash.

As a kid I personally loved bands like, AC/
DC, Skyhooks, and other Aussie bands of that 
time, but it wasn’t until the early eighties where 
per chance, I bought a Stevie Ray Vaughan 
“Double Live” album and that hooked me into 
the blues.

I read that a lot of your songs are 

autobiographical. Doesn’t it frighten you to 
bare your soul to a crowd of strangers?
I like songs that have truth in them and none 
are more interesting than songs of reality. I’ve 
always loved movies based on true stories also. 
Everybody has a story and I’m lucky that my 
life has been filled with so many colourful 
characters and happenings.

As for bearing my soul well I think I’ve 
probably seen the best and worst people have to 
offer and so telling them my story in some ways 
doesn’t really compare nor does it affect me, 
but what it does do is let my audiences realise 
that no matter what our story may be, we are all 
human, good or bad.

I think the good thing is that many people can 
place themselves somewhere within these songs 
and recall a time, place or person.
You can catch Rory at the Half Moon in 
Putney on Wednesday the 3rd of September 
with support from Alex Roberts. Two 
Feathers is available from all High Street 
shops and from digital download sites.
For more information visit  
www.roryellis.com or www.halfmoon.co.uk

Aussie stories with Rory Ellis
Rory Ellis is one of those quintessential Australian singer/songwriters with buckets of talent, a 
distinctive voice which growls gravitas, heaps of stories to tell, and impossible to pigeonhole. 
With four albums and hundreds of gigs and festivals played across Australia and the UK, Rory has 
accomplished a great deal with little help along the way.

Circus Oz 
Wednesday 17 
- Saturday 20 
September 2008
at New Victoria 
Theatre, Woking, 
Surrey
GU21 6GQ
They’re thrilling, 

they’re cheeky and they’re Australia’s premier 
circus ensemble.
Showered by superlatives from audiences and 
critics alike, this internationally acclaimed 
company of sensational performers bring a 
stunning cabaret, blending spectacle, music and 
comedy in a helter skelter extravaganza of mind-
blowing magnitude. High-multitude acrobatic 
trapeze leaves your nails nibbled, zany clowns 

make you helpless with laughter, hoop diving, 
pole climbing, upside down roof-walking and 
dare-devil fire juggling leaves you utterly 

Jaw Dropping Circus Spectacular

Special offer for the  
readers of the 

AUSTRALIAN TIMES!!
BEST AVAILABLE SEATS for ONLY £12 

on Wednesday  
17th September at 7.30pm.

Just call the Box Office and quote 
“Circus Oz Offer”.

 To book tickets contact the box office 
on 0870 060 6645 (bkg fee)

www.theambassadors.com/woking


