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	Since I started writing album reviews I don’t think I’ve ever longed for an album to be released quite as much as I longed for this. Seeing Australian singer/songwriter Rory Ellis give a taster of things to come on this record at his live shows just heightened my anticipation. So, when he called to say it’s in the mail, the postman couldn’t come quickly enough. Was it worth the hype……..damn straight!
This guy oozes ability. His songwriting is personal and brings to life the places he’s seen and things he’s experienced. The lyrics paint such a vivid picture that you are just transported into his world, you are seeing the things through his eyes and feeling the things that he felt. The musical backdrop only enhances the imagery conjured up by the lyrical content, and one of the main reasons you feel this imagery in such an inspiring way is Rory’s vocal delivery. He has one of the most expressive voices I’ve ever had the pleasure of listening to. The style of his writing and composition is delivered with a vocal of a man who has definitely lived his songs. Weathered and gravelly for a number of songs, his voice then suddenly becomes sultry and soul filled to bring out different qualities in the material.
The brilliant ‘Road Of No Return’ is an instant standout with its infectious groove, lap steel guitar licks and quality use of the Didgeridoo to end. However, once you have listened to this record a number of times you’ll grow to love every track. The one that is really sitting at the top of the tree for me at the minute is the fantastic ‘The Underworld’. Rory has written a number of songs about his brushes with the gangster culture of his native Melbourne, and this is another. In true Rory Ellis style, he draws on the experiences and paints the picture, with minimal acoustic guitar accompaniment to just highlight the atmosphere. It is these brilliant individual pieces of work combined that make this album very special.
I thought it would take a lot to top the last album. I’m still not sure which one would win if I had to seriously choose. What it does demonstrate though is that Rory Ellis is producing material of such a high standard that his last two records have fallen into my favourites of all time. This man needs to be heard, he needs to be noticed and he deserves to have a lot a success. Not many artists can consistently release material of this quality. If he doesn’t make a very big name for himself in this industry, it’ll be a huge crime. Please see that it happens, you’ll be very happy you did!
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